AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2026 AT 9:00 A.M.
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, ROGER DAHMER AND JIMMIE BENNETT
OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES COORDINATOR; DIANA MITCHELL, 911 DIRECTOR; APRIL MALLOW, PROSECUTING ATTORNEY; BRADLEY KIMBLE, SHERIFF; MIKE ALT; STEPHEN SMOOT, THE PENDLETON TIMES
Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  The Commission President invited all attending to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioner Hevener called the meeting to order.
Minutes of the March 17, 2026 and March 24, 2026 meetings, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, were unanimously approved.

Edna Mullenax was unable to attend. The Child Abuse Awareness Month Proclamation was postponed.

Karen Pitsenbarger, County Administrator, mentioned there were no maintenance issues.
Diana Mitchell, 911 Director, presented a proclamation for National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week, which is April 12 – 18, 2026.  Commissioner Dahmer read the proclamation and on motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, the proclamation was approved.

Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, reported that the wildfire on Buffalo Hills was a one-day operation. The National Forest Service assisted as the wildfire encroached on National Forest land.
Mr. Gillespie mentioned that he is in the process of sending the amended 911 Ordinance to all companies that collect the 911 fee. The new ordinance is effective as of July 1, 2026.  He also informed the Commission that there is a bill in the Legislature that could possibly change how 911 derives funding to operation. If it passes, it could change our ordinance somewhat.

The new generator for the Courthouse has arrived and will be installed this week. On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, a drawdown for the Courthouse Annex in the amount of $342,698.27 was approved.
A request was received from the Treasure Mountain Festival Association to use PCCB and surrounding County property for the festival to be held on September 17 – 20, 2026. On motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, the request was approved.
The following board appointments, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, were approved:

     WV Solid Waste Management Board – Jack Bennett, four-year term

     Planning Commission – Charlotte Hoover

Ms. Pitsenbarger stated that still need to find a member for the Civil Service Board.

Mike Alt reported that House Bill 5168 was signed by the Governor. He speculated that our County may receive around $118,000 for EMS, depending on how the formulas are calculated.
There was discussion on the EMS Equipment Fund monies in the amount of $90,909.09 which were received back in November. The funds must be spent no later than June 30, 2026. The funds were originally earmarked for a new ambulance, but due to various delays they will not be able to use for that. Heart monitors were purchased in December 2024 at a cost of $358,332. They are still paying on those monitors. County Clerk Elise White will contact Joseph Ratlief, Director of Office of Emergency Medical Services, to see if they would qualify.
Isaac Sponaugle, fiduciary commissioner for the Clinton Ann Bowers Estate, submitted a Supplemental Response to Recommittal and Clarification of Authority for this estate.  He stated that as fiduciary commissioner, he does not have the statutory authority to undertake investigative actions for the estate that had previously been requested at the February 17, 2026 Commission meeting. Commissioner Dahmer made motion, vote unanimous, that the heirs and their counsel proceed to Circuit Court for resolution.
Blue Ridge Rehabilitation and Nursing, LLC by their counsel Chapin Elizabeth Scheumann, Esq. and the law firm of Stotler Hayes Group, LLC, requested that the Sheriff of Pendleton County be appointed as the Administrator in the Estate of Barbara Ellen Frank. The decedent passed on December 26, 2025 and no other party has come forward to administer her estate.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Sheriff was appointed as the Administrator in the Estate of Barbara Ellen Frank.
The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the Commission, were this day presented to the Commission, approved on motion of Commissioner 
Bennett, and unanimously confirmed.
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There were no settlements of accounts.
The following exonerations were approved on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous:
     Carl Warner, Circleville District, $4.72 (2024)

     Carl Warner, Circleville District, $4.39 (2025)

On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission went into Executive Session at 9:50 a.m. to discuss personnel issues.  
The Commission adjourned Executive Session at 10:55 a.m. on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous. No decisions were made during Executive Session.

Paul Hutchison and Jimmy Wriston with CTL Engineering informed the Commission about what their company has done in other counties and how they could possibly help us with design, construction and funding of projects.
ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF:

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:

Check Nos. 36480 – 36532

$85,346.76
COAL SEVERANCE FUND:

Check Nos. 200341 - 200345

$1,780.53
MAGISTRATE COURT FUND:

Check Nos. 300253 - 300254

$96.00
911 FUND:




Check Nos. 4623 - 4629

$59,248.42
HOME CONFINEMENT FUND:

Check Nos. 385 – 386


$673.50

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:

Check Nos. 1634 - 1637

$2,194.16
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUND:
Check No. 163 - 170


$93,210.00
ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2026.


_______________________________

                                                                             President
