
 

 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2021 AT 9:06 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  GENE MCCONNELL, PRESIDENT, CARL HEVENER AND  

CAROLE HARTMAN 

 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY 

SERVICES COORDINATOR; BRUCE MINOR, EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR; 

CHAD BOWERS, SHERIFF; LAURA BROWN, EDA DIRECTOR; KEN BUSTIN, EDITOR 

THE PENDLETON TIMES; MIKE ALT 

 

 

Minutes of the December 7, 2021 meeting of the County Commission, on motion of Carl Hevener, 

were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Maintenance:        

 

Phones still have not been transferred to the new system.  Nextiva has re-submitted their request to 

Frontier. 

 

The lighting upgrades to the Emergency Services offices in the Pendleton County Community 

Building (PCCB) have been completed. 

 

 

Diana Mitchell, 911 Director, was unable to attend. 

 

 

The Soil Conservation was rescheduled for February 1, 2022. 

 

 

Broadband Update: On motion of Carl Hevener, vote unanimous, the Commission allocated 

$297,000.00 out of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds for the match on the Line Extension 

Advancement and Development (LEAD) grant.  Laura Brown, EDA Director, indicated that grant is 

ready to be submitted today and the technical assistance grant should be submitted by the weekend. 

 

 

Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, informed the Commission that Shentel will provide 

fiber optic dedicated internet access to the Pendleton County Community Building (PCCB) and the 

911 Center at a cost of $350.00 per month for each location.  He also talked with Global Science & 

Technology, Inc. (GST) for providing the hardware, software and installation.  The estimate for PCCB 

was $5,933.00 for equipment and $1,200.00 for installation and for the 911 Center it was $5,524.00 for 

equipment and $1,200.00 for installation.  They will also provide the same level of technology 

protection as is currently at the Courthouse for a cost of $271.00 per month for PCCB and $411.00 per 

month for 911 Center.  This will allow individual logons for the Emergency Management Offices, 

PSD, Community Room, WVU Extension and offices at back of the Community Room.  On motion of 

Carole Hartman, vote unanimous, the Commission approved to move forward with the above. 

 

 

Mike Alt showed the Commission the powered air purifying respirator (PAPR) units that the Pendleton 

County Emergency Rescue would like to purchase for each of the rescue squads in the county.  The 

cost for 4 units would be $6,217.51.  On motion of Carl Hevener, vote unanimous, the Commission 

approved to purchase the units using ARPA funds. 

 

 

Rick Gillespie updated the Commission on the paging system at 911.  The cost to purchase 52 new 

pagers for all first responders, including five year extended warranty was $36,946.00.  The 

Commission inquired what the warranty would cover.  Rick will check on that.  On motion of Carole 



Hartman, vote unanimous, the Commission approved to purchase the pagers using ARPA funds.  Later 

in the meeting Rick updated the Commission that the warranty did not cover water damage and the 

cost stated above did not cover the cost of chargers.  However, the company was currently having a 

promotion where for every ten pagers purchased, you would receive one free.  Also, the cost of the 

warranty per unit was decreased.  The new total cost for 50 pagers with warranty and chargers would 

be $39,437.50.  Five additional pagers would be received free of charge. 

 

 

Rick received a quote from Mountain Air Heating & Cooling, LLC for a new HVAC system at the 911 

Center.  The estimated total cost would be $16,975.00, which includes $1,500.00 for possible 

modification of the existing duct work and $2,100.00 to clean the existing duct work.  On motion of 

Carl Hevener, vote unanimous, the Commission approved to have this work done using ARPA funds. 

 

 

To obtain a more secure email for the Sheriff’s Department, Bruce Minor and his own office, Rick had 

inquired into using the wv.gov emails.  The cost per year for each email address would be $115.50 for 

non-cellphone use or $157.50 to include cellular use.  Gene McConnell said this should be able to be 

covered in each department’s existing budget. 

 

 

The modified contract for the Courthouse Annex has been sent to Omni Architects.  Have not had a 

response from them as of this date. 

 

 

Elise White, County Clerk, showed the Commission the new map drawn up by Atlas Geographic 

showing the new delegate district line and the new precinct lines separating Precincts 5 and 7 and 

Precincts 8 and 9 due to the new delegate district line.  On motion of Carole Hartman, vote unanimous, 

the Commission voted to keep the lines between the Western and Central districts and between the 

Eastern and Central districts unchanged to preserve the original boundary lines.  Elise mentioned that 

an email received from the Secretary of State’s Office stated that the Governor’s Office will send every 

County $5,000.00 to offset the redistricting costs.  Elise said that the contract with Atlas Geographic 

was in the amount of $5,000.00. 

 

 

Chad Bowers, Sheriff, told the Commission he is looking at a new security camera system by Verkada 

that works via the cloud and internet.  He said that currently there are six cameras in the Courthouse 

that are not working.  This system can be accessed by cell, laptop or desk and from anywhere.  The 

estimated cost for a ten-year contract would be $1,000.00 each for interior cameras and $1,200.00 each 

for exterior cameras.  This cost does not include installation.  Gene recommended that he look into 

seeing if there are any security grants that he could apply for.  Carole Hartman tabled any decisions 

until Chad could obtain more information. 

 

Battle Ridge Canines has a narcotics and tracking K9 dog that would be ready for placement at the end 

of January.  Chad said they have applied for some grants but have had no response.  This dog would 

cost $8,500.00 which includes training.  Gene said the funds could come out of the Title III monies. 

 

 

On motion of Carole Hartman, vote unanimous, the following board appointment was approved: 

 

Potomac Headwaters RC&D: 

 

 Carl Hevener – Two-year term 

 

 

On motion of Carole Hartman, the Commission approved and signed the renewal documents for 90 

Degree Benefits, Inc. (formerly EBSO), the third-party administrator for the Health Reimbursement 

Account (HRA). 

 

 

The Commission confirmed that budget requests from other entities need to be received by January 31, 

2022.  If they have not submitted a request, the Commission cannot guarantee that funds will be 

budgeted for them. 

 

 



On motion of Carole Hartman, vote unanimous, the Commission adopted the State’s holiday schedule 

for 2022. 

 

 

The Sheriff’s monthly financial statement for November 2021 was reviewed. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS OF ADMINISTRATORS, EXECUTORS, 

ETC., DONE BY THE CLERK IN VACATION OF THE COMMISSION, WERE 

THIS DAY PRESENTED TO THE COMMISSION, APPROVED ON MOTION 

OF CARL HEVENER, AND UNANIMOUSLY CONFIRMED. 
 

 
 

 



THE FOLLOWING SETTLEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS WERE THIS DAY 

PRESENTED TO THE COMMISSION AND APPROVED ON MOTION OF 

CARL HEVENER, AND UNANIMOUSLY CONFIRMED: 
 

 

Kathleen Lotspeich, as Executrix of the Estate of Samuel Keith Kile, deceased; Report of Receipts, 

Disbursements & Distribution 

 

 

Ardella Evans, as Executrix of the Estate of Forrest R. Judy, deceased; Report of Receipts, 

Disbursements & Distribution 

 

 

There were no exonerations. 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 32632 – 32668  $18,948.39 

 

JUSTICE FINES FUND:   Check No. 78    $30,000.00 

 

MAGISTRATE COURT FUND:  Check No. 300127   $140.00 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 3660 – 3667  $1,272.06 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check Nos. 1209 - 1210  $352.05 

 

PENDLETON CO COMM BLDG FUND: Check No. 1188   $1,654.21 

 

COVID-19 FUND:    Check No. 170   $1,008.06 

 

 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF CARL HEVENER, VOTE 

UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 


