
 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2026 AT 5:00 P.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, ROGER DAHMER AND JIMMIE 

BENNETT 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; DIANA MITCHELL, 911 DIRECTOR; STEPHEN SMOOT, THE 

PENDLETON TIMES (BY PHONE); KATIE KEYSER; SAM EASON; TY HEVENER; JUDY 

HEDRICK; DAYNE DAVIS; BILL LOVING; ANGIE PASE; DAVID COOPER; MIKE 

MOORE; ANNIE HUMES; LUKE TAYLOR-IDE; DANITA ALT; DIANA SMITH; JOHNNY 

COOK; ROY BOWERS 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  The Commission President invited all attending to 

join in the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioner Hevener called the meeting to order. 

 

 

Minutes of the February 3, 2026 meeting and the February 4 & 10, 2026 Board of Review, on motion 

of Commissioner Dahmer, were unanimously approved. 

 

 

FFA members Katie Keyser, Sentinel, Ty Heavner, Vice-President, and Sam Eason, Treasurer, 

presented to the Commission a proclamation for National FFA week. Upon reading of the 

Proclamation by Commissioner Dahmer, a motion was made by Commissioner Dahmer, vote 

unanimous, to approve designating the week of February 20 – 27, 2026 as National FFA Week in 

Pendleton County. 

 

 

Luke Taylor-Ide, President of Future Generations University, explained to the Commission that the 

former Pendleton County Community Foundation partnered with the Tucker Community Foundation. 

Mr. Taylor-Ide is the Pendleton County representative to the Foundation. There are currently three 

Pendleton County funds in the Foundation – Pendleton Community Fund, Pendleton County 

Emergency Services Fund and Pendleton County Fast Start Fund. 

 

David Cooper, CEO, and Mike Moore, CFO, of Tucker Community Foundation, explained how the 

Foundation works by ensuring the communities and organizations of Pendleton County can have the 

support they need to thrive and grow.  The Foundation also provides grants and scholarships along 

with several other tools. They manage over 150 endowed funds for nine counties in West Virginia and 

one county in Maryland. 

 

Angie Pase, Development Director, RFI Event Coordinator, explained the Run for It program which 

was created in 2007 to promote healthy activities. The race is scheduled for September 2026 and 

registration opens April 1, 2026. They are requesting a $2,000 pledge from the Commission for this 

event. The pledged funds will only be used for Pendleton County teams. 

 

 

Diana Mitchell, 911 Director, mentioned that she and Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, 

were in Charleston to receive a plaque from the State 911 Council for achieving Accreditation Level 

Three. 

 

 

Mr. Gillespie stated that he had been in Charleston today for EMS Day at the Capitol. 

 

 

The Courthouse Annex is continuing to move forward. The bricklayers have been diligently laying 

bricks. 

 

 



An amended appraisement for the Clinton Ann Bowers estate was submitted to the Commission for 

approval. The fiduciary commissioner, Isaac Sponaugle, submitted a report and recommendation for 

approval on January 28, 2026.  Danita Alt, Counsel for heirs Diana Smith and Roy Bowers, had 

submitted a motion on January 28, 2026 requesting that the amended appraisement not be approved 

until they had received a copy of the nonprobate filing. Copies of the amended appraisement, fiduciary 

commissioner’s recommendation, and the motion from counsel were sent to all heirs and their 

respective counsels. 

 

Joseph Caltrider, Bowles Rice Attorneys at Law and counsel for Executrix and heir Maria Miller, 

responded with a letter stating that a copy of the nonprobate filing submitted to Danita Alt. 

 

Ms. Alt informed the Commission that they feel the amended appraisement is still incorrect and there 

is a question of missing monies. In addition, she said there is a criminal case to address the alleged 

missing gold from John Roy Bowers, Jr. estate. Heirs Diana Smith and Roy Bowers also addressed the 

Commission with their concerns of the accuracy of the amended appraisement. 

 

Ms. Alt requested that the Commission not approved the amended appraisement and that they request 

from the fiduciary commissioner that he obtain copies of the bank statements for review.  

 

The Commission reviewed all of the information presented to them and declined to approve the 

amended appraisement. They will request from the fiduciary commissioner to obtain the bank records 

for review. 

 

 

The Commission reviewed the Sheriff’s January 2026 financial statement and the employee’s January 

timesheets. 

 

 

The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the 

Commission, were this day presented to the Commission, approved on motion of Commissioner  

Dahmer, and unanimously confirmed. 
 

 



The following exonerations were this day presented to the Commission and approved on motion of 

Commissioner Dahmer: 

 

 James Page, Sugar Grove District, $34.54, 2024 

 James Page, Sugar Grove District, $37.75, 2025 

 Fay Steele, Franklin Corporation, $104.51, 2025 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 36381 – 36415  $33,589.05 

       

COAL SEVERANCE FUND:  Check Nos. 200333 - 200335  $223.11 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 4604– 4609  $810.27 

 

HOME CONFINEMENT FUND:  Check No. 381   $463.50 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check No. 1625   $64.13 

 

CLINTON HEDRICK CB FUND:  Check No. 1205   $35.82 

 

PENDLETON COUNTY CB FUND: Check No. 1292   $1,129.11 

 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUND: Check Nos. 157 – 161   $24,111.00 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


