
 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, PRESIDENT AND ROGER DAHMER  

AND JIMMIE BENNETT 

 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; APRIL MALLOW, PROSECUTING ATTORNEY; DIANA MITCHELL, 911 

DIRECTOR; LAURA BROWN, EDA DIRECTOR; AMBER NESSELRODT, CVB DIRECTOR; 

SAM HARPER, CIRCLEVILLE VFD; TERRY HEDRICK, FRANKLIN VFD; EVERS 

TURNER, FRANKLIN VFD; SCOTT SOMERVILLE; STEPHEN SMOOT, THE PENDLETON 

TIMES 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  Commissioner Hevener opened the meeting. 

 

 

Minutes of the February 7, 2023 meeting of the County Commission, on motion of Commissioner 

Dahmer, were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Maintenance:        

 

Additional lighting was requested in the Rescue Squad area of the Pendleton County Community 

Building (PCCB).  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the request was approved. 

 

 

Terry Hedrick and Evers Turner, members of the Franklin Volunteer Fire Department, requested from 

the Commission assistance in updating some of their older equipment, such as hoses, portable pumps 

and air bottles.  They also mentioned that it costs approximately $6,000 per person for all of the gear 

required for a firefighter. 

 

Commissioner Hevener updated everyone on the generator for PCCB.  A new switch has been ordered 

and the generator will be moved away from the building for safety purposes. 

 

 

Sam Harper, member of Circleville Volunteer Fire Department, requested assistance in purchasing a 

2023 Honda Polaris Ranger.  The estimated cost would be $28,624.  The biggest percentage of use 

would be on National Forest land.  Currently, members are using their personal vehicles on calls. 

The Commission will look into possibly using Title III funds towards this purchase. 

 

 

Scott Somerville inquired of the Commission what board or agency would he go to in order to determine 

whether windmills could be restricted in the county.  He was concerned about the possible future impact 

on tourism.  Commissioner Hevener informed him that there is currently no zoning in the county (other 

than flood plain zoning which is determined by FEMA) and the County no longer has a planning 

commission.  Mr. Somerville felt that having a planning commission may be a good place to start 

towards addressing the issue. 

 

 

Diana Mitchell, 911 Director, informed the Commission that all is still well at the 911 Center.   

 

 

Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, indicated that all is also well with emergency services.  

The meeting about the National Quiet Zone showed that we are still not where we need to be.  

Commissioner Dahmer reported that they have met with representatives from both Congressional 

leaders Capito and Miller offices, so they are aware of our issues. 



Laura Brown, EDA Director, reported that Shentel had started laying fiber at the Airport Development 

area for the ECF grant.  This project should be completed by August 2023. 

 

 

Omni Associates spoke with the State Historical Society and they do not need to review the annex 

drawings. 

 

 

Amber Nesselrodt requested from the Commission to match the $60,000 for the next fiscal year that was 

contributed to the CVB this fiscal year.  Commissioner Hevener stated that they will need to look at the 

budget each year.  Clarification was given that it was not intended to be an automatic $60,000 

contribution each year.  The Commission did not put any stipulations on how the money was to be spent. 

 

 

Elise White, County Clerk, presented to the Commission an objection by one of the beneficiaries to the 

First and Final Settlement in the Estate of Larry R. Kimble, deceased.  On motion of Commissioner 

Dahmer, the estate was referred to a fiduciary commissioner. 

 

 

The Commission reviewed the Sheriff’s monthly financial statement for January 2023. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS OF ADMINISTRATORS, EXECUTORS, 

ETC., DONE BY THE CLERK IN VACATION OF THE COMMISSION, WERE 

THIS DAY PRESENTED TO THE COMMISSION, APPROVED ON MOTION 

OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, AND UNANIMOUSLY CONFIRMED. 
 

 
 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING SETTLEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS WERE THIS DAY 

PRESENTED TO THE COMMISSION AND APPROVED ON MOTION OF 

COMMISSIONER BENNETT, AND UNANIMOUSLY CONFIRMED: 
 

 

Keith A. Kimble, Executor of the Estate of John A. Kimble, deceased; Waiver of Final Settlement 

 

 

Joe Don Stumbo, Administrator cta dbn of the Estate of Ida Stumbo, deceased; Report of Receipts, 

Disbursements and Distribution 

 

 

Kathleen Bowden, Executrix of the Estate of Michael Bliley, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver of Final 

Settlement 



There were no exonerations. 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 33803 – 33826  $92,502.62 

      Payroll 2/15/2023   $53,586.16 

 

COAL SEVERANCE FUND:  Check Nos. 200146 - 200148  $2,132.14 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 3922 – 3928  $29,082.73 

 

PENDLETON CO COMM BLDG FUND: Check No. 1219   $1,052.00 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick Gillespie and Diana Mitchell presented the 911 budget to the Commissioners.  Mr. Gillespie stated 

that they need at least eight (8) full-time dispatchers to have a good covered schedule that would help 

eliminate some of the overtime issues.  Currently there are six (6) full-time with a seventh dispatcher 

going full-time by July 1, 2023. 

 

 

Mr. Gillespie also submitted to the Commission the budget for Emergency Services.  He mentioned that 

the mobile command trailer needs upgrading as most of the equipment in it is now obsolete.  He and 

Bruce Minor have applied for two grants to assist with replacing this equipment but neither grant was 

approved.  He also requested to subscribe to Starlink at an initial cost of $599 and a monthly cost of 

$150. 

 

 

The Commission proceeded to discuss expenditures for the fiscal year 2024 budget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER DAHMER, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 


