
 

 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2025 AT 11:00 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, ROGER DAHMER AND JIMMIE 

BENNETT 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; DARREN TAYLOR, DIRECTOR, SOUTH BRANCH VALLEY 

REGIONAL DAY REPORT CENTER MIKE ALT; SCOTT SOMERVILLE; JENNIFER 

TAYLOR-IDE; STEPHEN SMOOT, THE PENDLETON TIMES 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  Commissioner Hevener called the meeting to 

order. 

 

 

Minutes of the January 7, 2025 meeting on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, were unanimously 

approved. 

 

 

Maintenance:        

 

Pendleton County Community Building (PCCB) – AQS is working on ordering the new HVAC 

system. Minor electric work being done. 

 

Clinton Hedrick Community Building (CHCB) – New fire exit door is there, but not installed yet. 

Blauch Brothers will be coming to evaluate the drains and etc. New furnace not yet ordered.  

 

Will be switching the single point entry to the new ramp soon. 

 

Mr. Gillespie has submitted a work request to Mon Power for the light on the electric pole on 

Walnut Street. He is waiting for the engineer to contact him. 

 

 

Mr. Gillespie reported that the snow is piling up on Reddish Knob and Spruce Knob and some tourists 

have been getting stuck.  There are fewer towing services willing to go and assist in those locations.  

There are signs posted, but some tourists ignore them.  He has contacted the national forest service to 

possibly block entry to those areas during the winter.  There appears to be some confusion as to 

whether they are state or county roads. 

 

Mr. Gillespie also mentioned that there is a delay installing the traffic camera on Elk Mountain 

because of weather conditions.  They will move forward once the weather conditions improve. 

 

 

Darren Taylor, Director of the Day Report Center, updated the Commission on the growth of the center 

over the last year. They appreciate the use of the opioid settlement funds received from the County to 

cover their rent. He presented a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Community 

Corrections Grant. On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission signed the 

MOU. 

 

 

The Courthouse Annex has been put out to bid.  The mandatory pre-bid meeting with Omni was 

rescheduled for this afternoon at 1:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 



Scott Somerville addressed the Commission regarding the wind turbines.  He mentioned that President 

Trump has halted the issuance of all federal permits for wind turbines.  He suggested that the 

Commission write a letter to Liberty Gap to determine what their intentions are at this point.  He also 

introduced Jennifer Taylor-Ide who spoke on behalf of Friends of Beautiful Pendleton County.  She 

mentioned that this County has numerous volunteers and would like to keep them here.  She stated that 

although the wind turbines would bring money into the County, she does not think that would benefit 

everyone, just a small group of people. 

 

 

The Commission discussed whether employees should be allowed reimbursement out the Health 

Reimbursement Account (HRA) for mileage to doctor’s appointments.  The HRA was originally set up 

to assist employees with their health insurance deductible, co-insurance and prescriptions only.  After 

discussion, Commissioner Hevener made a motion to not allow employees to submit their mileage, and 

to keep it as was originally intended.  Commissioner Dahmer seconded, vote unanimous. 

 

 

Mike Alt submitted the request from PCER for the fourth quarter EMS Salary Enhancement funds in 

the amount of $30,992.00.  The amount coming out of the EMS Salary Enhancement fund will be 

$22,186.09.  The remaining $8,805.91 will come from the funds the Commission had set aside in the 

General County budget for this purpose. 

 

Mr. Alt mentioned to the Commissioners that EMS Day in Charleston was scheduled for February 18. 

 

 

The Commission reviewed the Sheriff’s monthly financial statement for December 2024.  They also 

reviewed the employee timesheets for November and December 2024. 

 

 

The following settlements of accounts were this day presented to the Commission and approved on 

motion of Commissioner Dahmer, and unanimously confirmed: 

 

 

Virginia Rae Bates, Executrix of the Estate of Charles Eugene Bates, deceased; Affidavit and 

Waiver of Final Settlement 

 

 

Scott Douglass, Administrator of the Estate of Justine Julie Li, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver 

of Final Settlement 

 

 
There were no exonerations. 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 35480 – 35510  $89,823.32 

      November Payroll   $261,473.67 

      December Payroll   $247,437.73 

 

MAGISTRATE COURT FUND:  Check No. 300234   $24.00 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 4374 – 4383  $3,718.54 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check No. 1514   $78.03 

 

CLINTON HEDRICK CB FUND:  Check Nos. 1173 – 1175  $134.57 

 

PENDLETON CO COMM BLDG FUND: Check No. 1264   $303.14 

 

 

 



ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2025. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


