
 

 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2026 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, ROGER DAHMER AND JIMMIE 

BENNETT 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; DIANA MITCHELL, 911 DIRECTOR; STEPHEN SMOOT, THE 

PENDLETON TIMES; MIKE ALT; DARREN TAYLOR, SOUTH BRANCH VALLEY 

REGIONAL DAY REPORT CENTER 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  Commissioner Hevener called the meeting to 

order. The Commission President invited all attending to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

Minutes of the January 6, 2026 meeting on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, were unanimously 

approved. 

 

 

A contract was received from Rexrode Remodeling, for construction work at the Pendleton County 

General Services Center (PCGSC) in the amount of $359,493.88. On motion of Commissioner 

Bennett, the contract was approved. 

 

 

Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, mentioned they are preparing for the anticipated 

storm this weekend. They are also in the process of moving into their new office space at the PCGSC 

over the new few weeks. They will then start working on getting the PSD, Extension Office, and 

Forestry and Wildlife office moved to the new building. 

 

 

The Courthouse Annex project is moving a little slower due to the cold weather and brick laying. They 

are currently working on the drywall for the first floor.  

 

A drawdown in the amount of $444,319.94 for the Courthouse Annex project was submitted. 

Commissioner Dahmer made a motion to approve the drawdown, vote unanimous.  

 

 

The lease with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for office space at the Pendleton County 

Community Building (PCCB) is up for renewal. They are requesting a five-year lease in the amount of 

$7.81 per square foot for 308 square feet.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, the lease was 

approved, vote unanimous. The lease will be amended when new space at the PCGSC is ready. 

 

 

Darren Taylor, Director of the Day Report Center, updated the Commission on the growth of the center 

over the last year. He stated that they had served over 265 individuals since July 2025 in the three-

county area and had diverted 116 individuals from incarceration, saving the counties money on their 

jail bill. He presented a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Community Corrections Grant 

for FY2027. On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission signed the MOU. 

The County match is $20,000. 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, the Commissioners approved the Emergency 

Absentee Voting Policy for the Primary Election in May 2026. 

 

 

Mike Alt reminded the Commissioners that EMS Day at the Capitol is February 17, 2026. 

 



The Commission reviewed the Sheriff’s December 2025 Financial Statement and the December 

employee timesheets. 

 

 

The Commission received a Local Economic Development Assistance Grant check in the amount of 

$65,000 from the WV Senate.  The funds are to be used towards retrofitting the PCGSC for county 

offices. 

 

 

The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the 

Commission, were this day presented to the Commission, approved on motion of Commissioner  

Dahmer, and unanimously confirmed. 

 

 
 
  

The following settlements of accounts were this day presented to the Commission and approved on 

motion of Commissioner Dahmer, and unanimously confirmed: 

 

 

Charles F. Hedrick, Administrator of the Estate of Morgan Lee Hedrick, deceased; Affidavit and 

Waiver of Final Settlement 

 

 

Charles F. Hedrick, Administrator of the Estate of Kenneth Lee Hedrick, deceased; Affidavit and 

Waiver of Final Settlement 

 

 

Eddie P. Ruddle, Executor of the Estate of Kathryn Ruddle, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver of Final 

Settlement 



There were no exonerations. 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 36315 – 36357  $86,025.81 

      December Payroll   $283,781.80 

 

COAL SEVERANCE FUND:  Check Nos. 200330 - 200331  $212.81 

 

DOG FUND:     Check No. 475   $368.66 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 4588– 4598  $140,293.55 

 

HOME CONFINEMENT FUND:  Check No. 377   $336.00 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check Nos. 1617 - 1618  $104.28 

 

PENDLETON COUNTY CB FUND: Check No. 1288   $324.30 

 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUND: Check Nos. 149 – 153   $51,572.97 

 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2026. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 


