
 

 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, JULY 16, 2024 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, ROGER DAHMER AND JIMMIE 

BENNETT 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; STEPHEN SMOOT, THE PENDLETON TIMES; LAURA BROWN, 

FISHER MOUNTAIN; SHERRY MONGOLD, SENECA ROCKS REGIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (SRRDA); ANNIE HUMES; KAT GARVEY 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  Commissioner Hevener called the meeting to 

order. 

 

Minutes of the July 2, 2024 meeting of the County Commission, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, 

were unanimously approved. 

 

 

The ballots for the 911 personnel who qualify to transfer into the Emergency Services Retirement 

System have been received. The transfer will only be available provided enough 911 personnel vote in 

favor of the transfer. 

 

 

Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, informed the Commission that he has several letters 

of support from local organizations for the water study discussed at the July 2, 2024 Commission 

meeting. The Request for Proposal (RFP) for the study has been sent to the newspaper and will be on 

our website. On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission will send an 

official letter to the governor requesting funds for the water study with an estimated cost of $200,000. 

 

 

Annie Humes stated that Mon Forest Towns had been awarded a $150,000 grant to support land use 

planning in the Mon Forest areas. Ms. Humes introduced Kat Garvey, Director of WVU College of 

Law Land Use and Sustainability Clinic, who will be working with the Mon Forest towns to possibly 

develop a comprehensive plan for each area. 

 

Mr. Gillespie said this study could be a factor for recovery and funding during disaster mitigation and 

responses. 

 

Ms. Humes also requested permission to list the Pendleton County Commission on the request to the 

National Forest to install the new Mon Forest Towns for Seneca Rocks.  On motion of Commissioner 

Dahmer, vote unanimous, permission was granted. 

 

 

Karen Pitsenbarger, County Administrator, informed the Commission that the Courthouse Annex is 

currently at a standstill. She will be contacting government officials for additional resources as the 

County will not be pursuing a USDA loan. 

 

 

The Treasure Mountain Festival Association submitted a request to use County property during the 

festival in September.  On motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, the request was 

approved. 

 

 

The Commission reviewed the current capitalization policy for county assets which was set in 2003.  

Elise White, County Clerk, recommended that the minimum capitalization for equipment be increased 

from $2,500 to $5,000 and from $5,000 to $15,000 for vehicles.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, 

vote unanimous, the recommendation was approved. 



A motion was made by Commissioner Dahmer, vote was unanimous, to approve a General County 

Fund budget revision for fiscal year 2025 to appropriate the assigned fund balance ending June 30, 

2024 in the amount of $4,261,781showing an increase of $561,781 over the original budgeted amount. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

The Commission, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, directed that the $15,000 

contribution to the Senior Center be used towards programs for the seniors and not for maintenance 

and utilities. 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, Jessica Hoover was appointed to replace Rick 

Wagoner on the Farmland Protection Board. 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, the Commission approved the Medical 

Emergency Absentee Voting Policy for the General Election. 

 

 

The 911 Fund budget revision for fiscal year 2025 to reflect the June 30, 2024 carryover balance 

increase of $214,378 was approved on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous. 

 

 

The June timesheets for employees were reviewed by the Commission. 

 

 

The following exonerations, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, were approved: 

 

 Ryan B. Kimble, Franklin Corp District, $112.03  

 Linda Ryan, Franklin District, $7.34 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Commission reviewed the June 2024 monthly financial statement from the Sheriff’s Office.  

 

 

The County Clerk, informed the Commission that the Terry Runion Estate has not been settled and that 

the co-executrixes were unable to cooperate with each other.  Ms. White’s recommendation to the 

Commission was that the co-executrixes be removed and that the Sheriff be appointed to finish the 

estate.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission approved the 

following order appointing the Sheriff of Pendleton County. 

 

 

 

The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the 

Commission were approved on motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous. 

 

 
 
 

 

The following settlements of accounts were this day presented to the Commission and approved on 

motion of Commissioner Dahmer, and unanimously confirmed: 

 

 

Travis Aaron Smith, Executor of the Estate of Kevin Brent Cross, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver of 

Final Settlement 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 35010 – 35049  $104,958.87 

      June Payroll    $235,452.46 

 

COAL SEVERANCE FUND:  Check Nos. 200246 – 200248  $287.91 

 

DOG FUND:     Check No. 457   $490.00 

 

MAGISTRATE COURT FUND:  Check No. 300223   $24.00 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 4230 – 4240  $112,516.76 

 

HOME CONFINEMENT FUND:  Check Nos. 335 – 336   $617.60 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check Nos. 1456 - 1458  $150.28 

 

PENDLETON COUNTY CB FUND: Check No. 1250   $308.71 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, JULY 16, 2024. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 

 


