
 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, PRESIDENT AND ROGER DAHMER  

AND JIMMIE BENNETT  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; DIANA MITCHELL, 911 DIRECTOR; LAURA BROWN, EDA DIRECTOR; 

CHAD BOWERS, SHERIFF; STEPHEN SMOOT, THE PENDLETON TIMES; BARB 

FORTNER, DIRECTOR, SENIOR COMMUNITY SERVICE EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  Commissioner Hevener opened the meeting. 

 

 

Minutes of the July 5, 2023 meeting of the County Commission, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, 

were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Maintenance:        

 

Request from Franklin Rescue Squad to replace the tile floor in hallway between the squad building 

and bathrooms.  Commission will look into this.  They also requested again the status of obtaining air 

conditioning in the squad bay. 

 

 

Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, requested permission from the Commission to hire 

Evers Turner as a full-time 911 dispatcher.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, 

request was approved. 

 

Rick also requested permission to obtain a time clock for the 911 Center for payroll purposes.  On 

motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, request was approved. 

 

The drone that was ordered has arrived and Rick has been working with it.  He stated that it has some 

very impressive features.  This drone should be very helpful when dealing with emergency situations in 

the County. 

 

 

Barb Fortner explained the purposes of the Senior Community Service Employment Program to the 

Commissioners.  It is a Title V program for individuals 55 and older who are low income or 

unemployed.  They would be placed in non-profit and government organizations as a volunteer to the 

organization but paid by the program up to 15 hours a week. 

 

 

Laura Brown, EDA Director, stated that the $1.2 billion federal broadband funds allocated to the State 

of West Virginia would require county matches.  She will be attending a conference next week in 

Charleston and will be able to obtain additional information.  She mentioned there will be a business 

roundtable next week on July 26, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. at Nrocks in Circleville. 

 

Laura also mentioned that the Navy Base location had not been selected for Phase 2 of the federal 

program.  The EDA is continuing to work with the owners to try to get something in that location. 

 

 

Karen Pitsenbarger, County Administrator, stated that there was a meeting with Lantz and Omni 

regarding the handicap ramp.  Lantz will widen the ramp, but will need to remove the lamp posts to 

allow for the extra width. 

 

She is still in contact with Audrey Sampson of Greenbriar and trying to get an estimate on removal of 

the old heating fuel tank from McClanahan Services.  Once a new tank has been ordered, it is expected 



to take about twelve weeks to arrive.  Commissioner Hevener recommended that we go ahead and order 

the new tank since it will take so long to arrive.  Hopefully, by the time it is arrived, we may have 

information on removing the old tank. 

 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett, vote was unanimous, to approve a General County Fund 

budget revision for fiscal year 2024 to appropriate the assigned fund balance ending June 30, 2023 in the 

amount of $3,882,312 showing an increase of $282,312 over the original budgeted amount. 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, the Commission approved the Title III 

designation of its share of the State payment of the Secure Rural Schools Act at 20%.  

 

 

The Commission reviewed the Sheriff’s financial statement for the month of June 2023. 

 

 

Chad Bowers, Sheriff, informed the Commission that he had ordered the new camera system for the 

Courthouse.  The cameras should arrive in approximately one week and then the installation will be 

scheduled. 

 

 

The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the 

Commission, were this day presented to the Commission, approved on motion of Commissioner  

Bennett, and unanimously confirmed. 

 

 
John H. Treadway, Jr., Special Fiduciary Commissioner, submitted his Findings and Recommended 

Order for the Estate of Larry R. Kimble, deceased.  After review and on motion of Commissioner 

Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission approved the Order. 



An heir to the Estate of Dennis Wayne Beach, Sr., deceased, submitted a letter contesting the 

appointment of Dennis W. Beach, Jr. and Joh P. Beach as co-administrators in this estate.  Upon motion 

of Commissioner Hevener, vote unanimous, a fiduciary commissioner will be appointed to conduct a 

hearing, review the date and submit a report of his/her findings to the Commission.   

 

 

The following settlements of accounts were this day presented to the Commission and approved on 

motion of Commissioner Bennett, and unanimously confirmed: 

 

 

Timothy W. Hoover, Executor of the Estate of Loveain H. Warner, deceased; Waiver of Final 

Settlement 

 

Michelle Clark Sites, Executrix of the Estate of Nancy M. Sites, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver of 

Final Settlement 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, the following exonerations were approved: 

 

 Sandra Tichenor, Franklin District, $14.68 

  

 

Timesheets for the month of June 2023 were reviewed by the Commission. 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 34150 – 34196  $81,548.15 

       

COAL SEVERANCE FUND:  Check Nos. 200176 – 200180  $1,668.64 

 

DOG & KENNEL FUND:   Check Nos. 445 – 446   $1,065.78 

 

MAGISTRATE COURT FUND:  Check No. 300201   $24.00 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 3997 – 4003  $1,185.35 

 

HOME CONFINEMENT FUND:  Check Nos. 310 – 311   $464.80 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check Nos. 1362 - 1365  $3,764.05 

 

CLINTON HEDRICK CB FUND:  Check No. 1144   $29.86 

 

PENDLETON CO COMM BLDG FUND: Check Nos. 1227 – 1228  $1,079.00 

 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUND: Check Nos. 118 – 119   $8,218.00 

 

 

 

Elise White, County Clerk had information from Brooke Alt regarding the billing that West Virginia 

University has continued for two extension agents.  She was informed by Jennifer Williams that those 

funds are being placed in a special account specifically for Pendleton County.  If they do hire a second 

agent for this County, then future bills will be pro-rated until those excess funds are used up.  If they do 

not hire someone, then those funds would be available to Ms. Alt towards supplies, etc. that she would 

need.  Ms. Williams stated that the Commission could pause payment until a decision has been made.  

The Commission unanimously agreed to pause payment until further notice. 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER DAHMER, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2023. 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 



 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 


