
 

 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, JULY 19, 2022 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  GENE MCCONNELL, PRESIDENT, CARL HEVENER, 

CHARLES BURGOYNE, II  

 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; DIANA MITCHELL, 911 DIRECTOR; LAURA BROWN, ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (EDA) DIRECTOR; KRISTIN DINGESS, ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (EDA), BOARD CHAIRPERSON; RHETT DUSENBERRY, 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE FOR CONGRESSMAN ALEX X. MOONEY; SHAWN 

STINSON, THE PENDLETON TIMES; TINA EYE 

 

 

Commission meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by President Gene McConnell. 

 

 

Minutes of the July 5, 2022 meeting of the County Commission on motion of Commissioner Hevener 

were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Maintenance:        

 

No major maintenance issues. 

 

 

Diana Mitchell, 911 Director, informed the Commission there was some minor equipment damaged 

due to a lightning strike.  Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, is working with Frontier to 

try to convert the copper line to fiber to help prevent these issues in the future.  There will also be some 

additional grounding done during the upgrade in the fall to also try to prevent the lightning strikes. 

 

Mr. Gillespie discussed the installation of street signs.  The recommendation is that each individual be 

classified as an independent contractor and submit their own hours.  He said they will be switching to 

another company, Prison Industries in Fayette County, to purchase signs from.  The cost is 

substantially less then what have been paying. 

 

 

Laura Brown, EDA Director, reported that there is no update at this time on broadband. 

 

Ms. Brown invited the Commission to attend a business roundtable discussion scheduled for July 27 at 

Nelson Rocks Outdoor Adventures in Circleville. 

 

She also presented the new Pendleton County logo – “Pendleton Rocks – Worth The Climb”.  The 

official marketing campaign will begin next week.  She stated that they are working to include rock 

climbing and caving as tourism attractions under Chapter 20 of the West Virginia Code.  

 

Kristin Dingess, Chairperson of EDA, presented to the Commission the plans they would like to do 

with the Pendleton Business Center building.  They would like to hire an engineering firm, E T 

Boggess Architect, Inc. to do a site/building review to put the building to better use for the current 

offices and for the public to be able to use.  There would be office spaces and internet available for 

public use.  They are requesting to use American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds for the study in the 

amount of $32,480.  Commissioner Burgoyne made a motion to approve, vote was unanimous. 

 

 

Nothing new on the Annex.  The core drilling has been delayed for another couple of weeks. 

 



On motion of Commissioner Hevener, vote unanimous, revisions to the County Handbook were 

approved.  The vacation policy for re-hired employees was updated to state that re-hired employees 

would start as if they had not previously worked for the County.  The new Emergency Medical 

Services Retirement System (EMSRS) was added to the retirement section. 

 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Hevener, vote was unanimous, to approve a General County 

Fund budget revision for fiscal year 2023 to appropriate the assigned fund balance ending June 30, 

2022. 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Hevener, vote unanimous, the Commission approved the Sheriff’s 

Commission for tax collections for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022 in the amount of $15,000. 

 

 

The Sheriff’s monthly financial statement for June 2022 was reviewed. 

 

 

Rhett Dusenbury, District Representative for Congressman Alex X. Mooney, discussed the EDA, 

Pendleton County Community Building (PCCB) and the emergency services concerns with the 

Commission. 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS OF ADMINISTRATORS, EXECUTORS, ETC., DONE 

BY THE CLERK IN VACATION OF THE COMMISSION, WERE THIS DAY PRESENTED 

TO THE COMMISSION AND ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER HEVENER WERE 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

 

 



THE FOLLOWING SETTLEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS WERE THIS DAY PRESENTED TO 

THE COMMISSION AND ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BURGOYNE WERE 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED: 

 

 

Sherril Jean Thompson, Executrix of the Estate of Velma Jean Smith, deceased; Report of Receipts, 

Disbursements and Distribution 

 

 

 

The following exonerations were approved on motion of Commissioner Burgoyne, vote unanimous: 

 

 Zach Hogbin, Union District, $73.12 

Tony Nesselrodt, Bethel District, $13.41 

Janet Vance, Union District, $801.50 

Lynn Smith, Mill Run District, $21.29 

James & Tabatha Gould, Union District, $146.00 

Guy Milstead, Franklin District, $7.33 
 

 

 

  

   

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 33233– 33281  $69,460.57 

 

COAL SEVERANCE FUND:  Check No. 200126   $922.06 

 

DOG FUND:     Check No. 435   $490.00 

 

MAGISTRATE COURT FUND:  Check Nos. 300153 - 300154  $304.00 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 3787– 3796  $3,339.70 

 

HOME CONFINEMENT FUND:  Check Nos. 281 - 282   $1,595.85 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check Nos. 1264 - 1267  $374.86 

 

CLINTON HEDRICK CB FUND:  Check Nos. 1108 - 1112  $265.85 

 

PENDLETON COUNTY CB FUND: Check No. 1198   $235.72 

 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUND: Check Nos. 109 - 110   $2,090.00 

 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER 

HEVENER, VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2022. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 

 


