
 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2026 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER AND ROGER DAHMER; JIMMIE 

BENNETT WAS ABSENT 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; SHERRY MONGOLD, SRRDA DIRECTOR; TRISH SPONAUGLE, PFS 

COORDINATOR, POTOMAC HIGHLAND GUILD; MIKE ALT; JENNIFER TAYLOR-IDE 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  The Commission President invited all attending to 

join in the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioner Hevener called the meeting to order. 

 

Minutes of the July 7, 2026 meeting, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, were unanimously 

approved. 

 

 

Emergency Services Coordinator Rick Gillespie informed the Commission that they are nearing 

completion of the 911 NextGen project. They are testing this week.  He also mentioned that Raleigh 

County had recently upgraded their system and had donated all of their CAD System equipment to our 

911 as we are using that same system. 

 

Mr. Gillespie stated that the concrete pad had been poured for the generator at the Pendleton County 

General Services Center (PCGSC). August 3 is the estimated date to place the generator. 

 

 

The landscaping phase of the Courthouse Annex project is currently being done. Paving of the parking 

lot is tentatively scheduled for August 10.  The County Clerk’s office renovations are almost complete. 

The Circuit Clerk’s furniture is expected to arrive on August 5. Everything is anticipated to be 

complete by the end of August. 

 

 

Trish Sponaugle, Partnership for Success (PFS) Coordinator for the Potomac Highland Guild, 

introduced herself to the Commission. She anticipates having some youth who would like to visit in 

September and would have a proclamation for designating October as Prevention Month. 

 

 

The Medical Emergency Absentee Voting Policy for the 2026 General Election was approved on 

motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous. 

 

 

The DNR Law Enforcement Lease Agreement for space at the PCGSC was discussed.  The DNR 

wants to continue paying the monthly rent of $200.56 that they paid for space in the Pendleton County 

Community Building (PCCB) under a five-year lease agreement. The new space at the PCGSC is 

larger and includes updated facilities.  The Commissioners recommended to not accept the lease 

agreement on motion of Commissioner Hevener, vote unanimous. If the DNR Law Enforcement will 

not agree to an increased rent, they will have 90 days to vacate the premises. 

The Commission reviewed the Sheriff’s June 2026 monthly financial statement. 

 

 

Jennifer Taylor-Ide inquired if there was an update on the WVU College of Law Land Use and 

Sustainability Clinic project. Karen Pitsenbarger, County Administrator, mentioned that she has not 

heard anything from them for a while. The County has provided them with all the information that they 

had requested. 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, a budget revision for the FY2027 General 

County Fund to apply the carryover balance increase of $56,272.00 and other additional revisions was 

approved. 



 
 

 



The carryover budget revision for 911 was also approved on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote 

unanimous, reflecting a decrease of $866.00. Additional revisions for revenues and expenditures were 

also designated in the revision. 

 

 
 

 

The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the 

Commission, were this day presented to the Commission, approved on motion of Commissioner  

Dahmer, and unanimously confirmed. 

 

 



There were no final settlements presented to the Commission. 

 

 

The following exonerations were approved upon motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous: 

 

 Trisha Simmons Knicely, Bethel District, $4.07 

 Curtis & Shalee Wilburn, Mill Run District, $151.96 

 Carol Schoff, Mill Run District, $171.52 

 Michael Shawn Halterman, Union District, $154.20 

 Dennis Rust, Bethel District, $49.22 

 David B. Trail, Franklin District, $893.88 

 Kevin Judy, Mill Run District, $767.88 

 Pendleton County PSD, Sugar Grove District, $16.30 

 PCC Professional Buildings, Franklin Corporation, $1,629.62 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 36855 – 36913  $282,073.63 

             

COAL SEVERANCE FUND:  Check No. 200361   $148.84 

 

DOG FUND:     Check No. 477   $490.00 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 4667 - 4673  $4,825.51 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check No. 1671   $133.63 

 

PENDLETON CO COMM BLDG FUND: Check Nos. 1305 – 1307  $1,430.26 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER DAHMER, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2026. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 


