
 

 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 2024 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, ROGER DAHMER AND JIMMIE 

BENNETT 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; APRIL MALLOW, PROSECUTING ATTORNEY; STEPHEN SMOOT, 

THE PENDLETON TIMES; MIKE ALT 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  Commissioner Hevener called the meeting to 

order. 

 

 

Minutes of the June 4, 2024 meeting of the County Commission, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, 

were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, informed the Commission that the 911 Center was 

doing well. They are prepared for the planned power outage on June 25, 2024.  The Pendleton County 

Community Building (PCCB) will be utilized as a cooling station on that day. 

 

He also mentioned that the 911 Advisory Board would be voting on the updated by-laws on 

Wednesday evening.  If approved, a new board position would be added for a citizen at large who is 

not connected with emergency services in any way. 

 

Mr. Gillespie indicated that there is another grant opportunity through the Appalachian Regional 

Commission called ARISE (Appalachian Regional Initiative for Stronger Economies) to expand on the 

study done by the National Quiet Zone.  This would be a collaboration between two states (Virginia 

and West Virginia) and four counties (Bath, Highland, Pendleton, Pocahontas).  Bath County, Virginia 

would be the lead contact.  The county match would be at a maximum of $30,000 if all counties 

participate.  Mr. Gillespie suggested using the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds for the match.  

On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, they approved for Mr. Gillespie to proceed 

with this grant with the condition that would re-evaluate if one of the other counties decides not to 

participate, which would then cause the grant match to be higher. 

 

Mr. Gillespie also recommended that the Commission contact the appropriate persons and/or 

companies regarding the issues that the National Quiet Zone (NQZ) causes in this county. 

 

 

Mike Alt reported to the Commission that the incentive pay is working well.  The average response 

time for a call is down to 33 minutes for the month of May versus 45 minutes in January.  He indicated 

that they may to meet again and make some adjustments as they are under budget for spending the 

funds.  Mr. Gillespie said that there is approximately a $10,000 excess of unspent funds through the 

month of May.  One suggestion was that they offer a standby incentive for peak times and holidays. 

 

 

Karen Pitsenbarger, County Administrator, reported that the CPA firm has turned over the financial 

feasibility report to the USDA with a recommendation of approving a construction loan as the County 

is in good financial standing.  Upon approval from the USDA, the County will be able to put the 

project out for bid. 

 

She also mentioned that the storage shed for the snow plow and salt has not yet been ordered.  The 

check for the down payment was mailed on June 5, 2024 but has not been received by the company. 

 

 



On motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, Paula Waggy was appointed to a five-year term 

on the Pendleton County Library Board. 

 

 

April Mallow, Prosecuting Attorney, hired Susan Slowinski as her new secretary.  She will start on 

June 27, 2024. 

 

 

The Sheriff’s May 2024 financial statement was reviewed by the Commission. 

 

 

The Commission reviewed the May employee timesheets. 

 

 

The following exonerations, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, were approved: 

 

 Shelba Vincell, Franklin District, $145.44 (2022 Tax Year) 

 Shelba Vincell, Franklin District, $181.49 (2023 Tax Year) 

  

 

The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the 

Commission were approved on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous. 

 

 

 



 
The following settlements of accounts were this day presented to the Commission and approved on 

motion of Commissioner Bennett, and unanimously confirmed: 

 

 

Shirley Lea Warner, Executrix of the Estate of Ivanell Thompson, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver of 

Final Settlement 

 

 

Michael E. Moates, Executor of the Estate of French A. Moates, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver of 

Final Settlement 

 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 34927 – 34959  $38,963.12 

 

DOG FUND:     Check Nos. 454 – 455   $2,961.05 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 4216 – 4219  $837.51 

 

HOME CONFINEMENT FUND:  Check No. 334   $332.80 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check Nos. 1447 - 1448  $2,050.38 

 

CLINTON HEDRICK CB FUND:  Check No. 1158   $29.86 

 

PENDLETON CO COMM BLDG FUND: Check Nos. 1248 - 1249  $1,190.30 

 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUND: Check No. 130   $47,857.76 

 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, JULY 2, 2024. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 


