
 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2025 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, ROGER DAHMER AND JIMMIE 

BENNETT 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; DIANA MITCHELL, 911 DIRECTOR; JEFFREY BOWERS, CHAIRMAN 

BUILDING COMMISSION; MATT MONROE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FARMLAND 

PROTECTION BOARD; ANNIE HUMES, DIRECTOR CVB; STEPHEN SMOOT, THE 

PENDLETON TIMES; MIKE ALT 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  Commissioner Hevener called the meeting to 

order. 

 

 

Minutes of the May 6, 2025 meeting of the County Commission, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, 

were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Jeffrey Bowers, Chairman, Pendleton County Building Commission, signed the resolution approving 

payment of invoices to Lantz Construction Company and Region 8 Planning & Development Council 

for the Courthouse Annex project in the amount of $110,880.11 upon unanimous approval of the 

County Commission. 

 

 

Matt Monroe, Executive Director of Pendleton County Farmland Protection Board (PCFPB), informed 

the Commissioners that according to state code, the County Commission needs to approve any 

conservation easement that goes through the PCFPB. This has not been done in the past as the previous 

PCFPB was unaware of this requirement. Since Mr. Monroe has taken over the position of Executive 

Director, moving forward, he will now be presenting easements to the Commission for approval. Mr. 

Monroe then presented to the Commission a conservation easement for a portion of the Tract Hill 

property in Mill Run District.  There will be two tracts totaling about 200 acres from several different 

parcels of land.  The property has been appraised at $540,000.  The West Virginia Land Protection 

Authority has pledged $240,000 to the PCFPB towards the purchase of this conservation easement.  

On motion of Commissioner Bennett, seconded by Commissioner Hevener, the PCFPB may move 

forward on purchasing this easement.  Commissioner Dahmer abstained. 

 

 

Diana Mitchell, 911 Director, submitted a new road name request for Sunday Drive in Circleville.  

This request is for a section of the road currently named Caleb’s Corner Drive.  On motion of 

Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, the road name was approved. 

 

 

Mike Alt mentioned they are looking at replacing one of the ambulances.  The current cost of a new 

ambulance is about $340,000.  He stated that the Senate is investigating the price gouging and delays 

on emergency services equipment.   

 

He also mentioned that he is waiting for the state budget to be signed by the governor to determine if 

funding for the EMS salary enhancement was included in the budget. 

 

 

Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, said they have consulted with a company in 

Buckhannon to do a commodity flow study in the County.  They will be doing four-hour blocks and 

checking truck traffic to determine amount of potential hazardous materials flow.  They will be set up 

at the intersection at Seneca Rocks, intersection of routes 33 and 220 at the Amoco station and the BP 

station and at the intersection in Brandywine. 

 



He also mentioned to the Commission that there may be an overhaul of FEMA, which would then 

place more of the financial burden on the State during catastrophic weather incidents. 

 

 

The Courthouse Annex project is moving along.  There was a slight rain delay last week but have had 

no big surprises. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, all Commissioners voting in the affirmative, they adjourned into 

Executive Session at 9:20 a.m. to discuss a 911 personnel issue. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, to reconvene into Regular Session at 

10:32 a.m.  No actions were taken in executive session. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission accepted the letter of 

retirement from Charles King, Jr. effective July 10, 2025. 

 

Diana was instructed to begin posting for a full-time dispatcher. 

 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the Sheriff’s April 2025 financial statements.  They also reviewed the 

employee’s April timesheets. 

 

 

The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the 

Commission, were this day presented to the Commission, approved on motion of Commissioner  

Bennett, and unanimously confirmed. 

 



 
The following settlements of accounts were this day presented to the Commission and approved on 

motion of Commissioner Dahmer, and unanimously confirmed: 

 

Alta Rose Phares, Executrix of the Estate of Raymond Eddie Phares, deceased; Waiver of Final 

Settlement 

 

 

Terry R. Hedrick, Executor of the Estate of Betty M. Propst, deceased; Report of Receipts, 

Disbursements and Distribution 

 

 

Terry R. Hedrick, Executor of the Estate of Ona Propst, deceased; Report of Receipts, 

Disbursements and Distribution 

 

 

Paul R. Vencus, Administrator of the Estate of Patricia A. Hansen, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver 

of Final Settlement 

 

 

Viviana Orozco Montoya, Administratrix of the Estate of Anthony F. Henderson, deceased; 

Affidavit and Waiver of Final Settlement 

 

 



Stanley Simmons and Nellie Keplinger, Co-Executors of the Estate of Anna Margaret Simmons, 

deceased; Report of Receipts, Disbursements and Distribution 

 

 

Brenda S. Vanmeter, Executrix of the Estate of Margie Bell Wimer, deceased; Report of Receipts, 

Disbursements and Distribution 

 

 

Gregory Bowers & Mary Bowers, Co-Executors of the Estate of Constance R. Waggy, deceased; 

Affidavit and Waiver of Final Settlement 

 

 

Trevor L. Whetzel, Executor of the Estate of Charles Lee Whetzel, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver 

of Final Settlement 

 

 

The Sheriff has hired Tim Thomson as a deputy to replace Brandon Ours.  He will begin in June 2025. 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 35766– 35784  $13,752.17 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 4447 – 4454  $60,406.23 

 

CLINTON HEDRICK CB FUND:  Check No. 1187   $35.82 

 

PENDLETON CO COMM BLDG FUND: Check No. 1274   $308.13 

 

PENDLETON CO BUILDING COMM: Check Nos. 100 – 101   $110,880.11 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2025. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 



 

 



 

 



 


