
 

 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, MAY 21, 2024 AT 9:25 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, ROGER DAHMER AND JIMMIE 

BENNETT 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; DIANA MITCHELL, 911 DIRECTOR; STEPHEN SMOOT, THE 

PENDLETON TIMES; AMBER NESSELRODT, CVB DIRECTOR; SHERRY MONGOLD, 

SENECA ROCKS REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (SRRDA); BROOKE ALT & 

JESSICA HOOVER, PENDLETON COUNTY EXTENSION SERVICE; AMBER HEDRICK, 

PENDLETON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT; EDNA MULLENAX & RACHEL 

LOUDERMILK, PENDLETON COUNTY FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER; PEGGY 

RITTENHOUSE, MOUNTAIN HEART 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  Commissioner Hevener called the meeting to 

order. 

 

 

Minutes of the May 7, 2024 meeting of the County Commission, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, 

were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer read two proclamations for Mountain Heart proclaiming May as Community 

Action Month and May 10 as Child Care Provider Appreciation Day.  On motion of Commissioner 

Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission approved the proclamations. 

 

 

Brooke Alt, Pendleton County Extension Agent, introduced Jessica Hoover as the new Pendleton 

County Agriculture Extension Agent. 

 

 

Amber Hedrick, Pendleton County Health Department, presented to the Commission the new fees for 

permits that had been approved by the Pendleton County Board of Health.  The additional income 

generated by the increased fees would help cover the decreased funding received from the State.  On 

motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission approved the increased fees.  The 

new fees will go into effect on July 1, 2024. 

 

 

Amber Nesselrodt, CVB Director, stated that the hotel/motel tax they received year-to-date was 12% 

more than the same period last year. 

 

She informed the Commission that Laura Brown, one of the Seneca Rocks Mon Forest representatives, 

has stepped down.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, Melinda Brooks was 

appointed to replace her. 

 

 

Diana Mitchell, 911 Director, requested the Commission go into executive session to discuss a 

personnel issue. 

 

Commissioner Dahmer made a motion, vote unanimous to go into Executive Session at 9:53 a.m. for a 

personnel issue. The Commission adjourned out of Executive Session at 10:00 a.m.  No decisions were 

taken in Executive Session. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission directed Diana, as 911 

Director, to send a letter to the employee for termination as discussed in executive session. 

 



Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, indicated that a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) with the National Radio Quiet Zone (NRQZ) has been drafted offering to allow a higher power 

on the VHF band for Pendleton County.  He stated that we are not currently licensed for VHF, but will 

need this MOU approved in order to obtain the licenses.  On motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote 

unanimous, Commission President Carl Hevener was approved to sign the MOU when completed. 

 

Mr. Gillespie gave an update on the status of the Seneca Rocks Tower Site.  The road has been built 

and will be graveled soon.  The geotechnical boring is complete. 

 

 

The financial feasibility report required to move forward with the Annex has still not been received.  

The single point entry will begin on June 3, 2024 on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote 

unanimous. 

 

 

Sherry Mongold, SRRDA, said they will be having a kick-off meeting with the DARE program 

personnel soon to discuss the renovation of the innovation hub in Franklin.  Kelsen Thorne will be 

painting a mural on one of the walls of the hub. 

 

 

The Commission signed the records grant agreement with the WV Division of Culture & History in the 

amount of $10,000 with a 10% county match for personnel costs for back-indexing in the County 

Clerk’s Office, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous. 

 

 

Commissioner Bennett motioned, vote unanimous, to sign a support letter for Community Action to 

obtain a grant to keep the center in Franklin.   

 

The Commission also signed a Proclamation to continue supporting the Adult Treatment Program 

through the Drug Court Center. 

 

 

Commissioner Hevener mentioned that the Circleville Volunteer Fire Department had sent a thank you 

note for the Commission’s financial support. 

 

 

The April 2024 financial statement from the Sheriff’s Office and the employee April timesheets were 

reviewed. 

 

 

The following exonerations, on motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, were approved: 

 

 Patty J. Willis, Franklin District, $100.36 

 Kim Armentrout, Franklin District, $35.44 

 H. Michael & Kathy D. Eye, Sugar Grove District, $114.48 

 

 

 

The following settlements of accounts were this day presented to the Commission and approved on 

motion of Commissioner Bennett, and unanimously confirmed: 

 

 

Andy D. Bland, Executor of the Estate of Nila Jane Bland, deceased; Waiver of Final Settlement 

 

 

Jeremy Townsend, Executor of the Estate of Samuel James MacMichael, deceased; Waiver of Final 

Settlement 

  

 

 

 

 



The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the 

Commission, were this day presented to the Commission, approved on motion of Commissioner  

Dahmer, and unanimously confirmed. 

 

 
 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 34807 – 34883  $31,565.42 

       

MAGISTRATE COURT FUND:  Check No. 300220   $24.00 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 4199 – 4204  $13,345.94 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check No. 1441   $122.77 

 

CLINTON HEDRICK CB FUND:  Check No. 1156   $29.86 

 

PENDLETON COUNTY CB FUND: Check No. 1247   $761.14 

 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUND: Check No. 128   $197,306.02 

 

 

 



 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 2024. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


