
 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2026 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, PRESIDENT, ROGER DAHMER, 

JIMMIE BENNETT 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICHARD GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; DIANA MITCHELL, 911 DIRECTOR; JOSH DEMPSEY, CHIEF DEPUTY 

SHERIFF; SHERRY MONGOLD, SRRDA DIRECTOR; DARREN TAYLOR, SOUTH 

BRANCH VALLEY REGIONAL DAY REPORT CENTER; ANNIE HUMES, CVB 

DIRECTOR; STEPHEN SMOOT, THE PENDLETON TIMES; MIKE ALT; JENNIFER 

TAYLOR-IDE 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  The Commission President invited all attending to 

join in the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioner Hevener called the meeting to order. 

 

 

Minutes of the October 6, 2026 meeting, on motion of Commissioner Dahmer, were unanimously 

approved. 

 

 

Rick Gillespie, Emergency Services Coordinator, mentioned that a gentleman from the State was here 

today to do an audit on a couple of our state grants. 

 

He also requested from the Commissioners permission to put an interior lock on a set of doors at the 

PCGSC to make it easier for employees to access the section of the building without having to go 

through the PSD offices. The estimate for the lock is around $1,600. 

 

Mr. Gillespie informed the Commission that the roof replacement for the PCGSC is now complete. 

 

 

Karen Pitsenbarger, County Administrator, presented the final drawdown on the Annex project in the 

amount of $209,887.58. On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the drawdown was 

approved. 

 

 

Diana Mitchell, 911 Director, reminded the Commission that the two part-time dispatchers are nearing 

the maximum number of hours they can work this year and one full-time dispatcher who will out for 

surgery. She stated they have been very busy lately and that they may have a staffing issue soon. 

 

 

Darren Taylor, Director of the SBV Regional Day Report Center, gave an update on their programs for 

the year. He stated that they have received $541,000 in grants this year. They currently have two staff 

at the Franklin office. Commissioner Hevener told Mr. Taylor that they appreciate all the work that 

they do. 

 

 

Annie Humes, CVB Director, thanked all who attended the Regional Economic Rural Communities 

meetings. 

 

 

Mike Alt stated that the Rescue Squad has been busier than usual, especially in the National Forest 

areas. He said they have received no word from the State regarding the EMS Salary Enhancement 

funds. He wondered if the County would be able to continue funding for next year. Commissioner 

Hevener said funds had been budgeted for this fiscal year which ends in June 2027. 

 

 

Josh Dempsey, Chief Deputy Sheriff, said he appreciated the Town of Franklin allotting law 

enforcement reserved parking spots on Chestnut Street. 



Mr. Gillespie discussed the grant for the license plate reader cameras (manufactured by Leonardo) and 

if law enforcement felt they would be worth obtaining. Mr. Dempsey responded that he felt they would 

be helpful to the County and they would need to keep tight controls for the use of the cameras. He 

indicated the cameras would be used mainly for assistance in criminal activities and safety. 

Commissioner Dahmer made motion, vote unanimous, to allow Mr. Gillespie to move forward with 

the grant. 

 

 

Commissioner Hevener asked Mr. Gillespie if the new river gauges had been installed. Mr. Gillespie 

replied that one in the Seneca Rocks area had been installed and the remaining were waiting to be 

installed. 

 

 

Annie Humes updated the Commission on the time capsule that is part of the America 250 celebration. 

She stated that the 8th graders have compiled a list of items to put in the capsule. They wish to bury the 

capsule on Courthouse property on Friday, October 30, 2026 at 12:30 p.m. On motion of 

Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the Commission agreed to have the capsule buried on the 

Courthouse lawn. 

 

 

Commissioner Bennett motioned to approve the Planning Commission By-Laws, vote unanimous.  

Adam Hott has stepped down as one of the Planning Commission members. The Commission will look 

for a replacement. 

 

 

Sandie Smith, Assessor, has completed the Farm Census of 2026 and has satisfactorily complied with 

the requirements of the Farm Statistics Law.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, 

the Commission approved her payment of 5% of base salary for the Farm Census compliance. 

 

 

Elise White, County Clerk, presented to the Commission the second budget revision for FY2027 for 

the General County Fund. On motion of Commissioner Bennett, vote unanimous, the budget revision 

was approved. 

 

 

Mrs. Pitsenbarger mentioned that there was someone interested in renting the old clinic area of the 

Clinton Hedrick Community Building (CHCB). They are willing to clean up the rooms in lieu of 

paying rent.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the rent was set at $1,000.00 per 

month, inclusive of utilities, with a two-month rent allowance for cleaning. They would be responsible 

for snow removal on that end of the building. 

 

 

The Commission reviewed the Sheriff’s September 2026 financial statement. 

 

 

The following settlements of accounts were this day presented to the Commission on motion of 

Commissioner Bennett, unanimously approved and ordered recorded and filed: 

 

 

Marlin Lee Watts, Jr., Administrator of the Estate of Jo Ann Watts, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver 

of Final Settlement 

 

 

Wanda E. Townsend, Executrix of the Estate of Clyde A. Barkley, deceased; Affidavit and Waiver 

of Final Settlement 

 

 

Michael B. Harman, Administrator of the Estate of Elwood Preston Harman, deceased; Affidavit 

and Waiver of Final Settlement 

 

 

Michael B. Harman, Administrator of the Estate of Marlene Laverne Harman, deceased; Affidavit 

and Waiver of Final Settlement 

 



The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the 

Commission, were this day presented to the Commission, approved on motion of Commissioner  

Bennett, and unanimously confirmed. 

 

 
 

 

There were no exonerations. 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 37105 – 37131  $63,415.98 

             

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 4722 - 4725  $990.25 

 

HOME CONFINEMENT FUND:  Check Nos. 396 – 398   $780.50 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check Nos. 1700 - 1701  $866.82 



 

CLINTON HEDRICK CB FUND:  Check Nos. 1217 - 1218  $102.63 

 

PENDLETON CO COMM BLDG FUND: Check No. 1317    $368.52 

 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2026. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


