
 

 

 

AT A COUNTY COMMISSION HELD FOR PENDLETON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AT 

THE COURTHOUSE, ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  CARL HEVENER, PRESIDENT AND ROGER DAHMER  

AND JIMMIE BENNETT  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: ELISE WHITE, COUNTY CLERK; KAREN PITSENBARGER, 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; RICK GILLESPIE, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

COORDINATOR; APRIL MALLOW, PROSECUTING ATTORNEY; CHAD BOWERS, 

SHERIFF; DIANA MITCHELL, 911 DIRECTOR; SHERRY MONGOLD, EDA SECRETARY; 

STEPHEN SMOOT, THE PENDLETON TIMES; SCOTT SOMERVILLE 

 

 

Commissioner Dahmer led those present in prayer.  Commissioner Hevener opened the meeting. 

 

 

Minutes of the September 5, 2023 meeting of the County Commission, on motion of Commissioner 

Dahmer, were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Maintenance:   Paving is completed at the Pendleton County Community Building (PCCB).  Lines and  

handicap designation needs to be done.  There is a small lip by the sidewalk that would need to be 

highlighted at the sidewalk to avoid tripping.  Flooring samples for the Rescue Squad area have been 

dropped off for viewing and selection.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, a 

gravel apron, at the cost of $1,500 - $2,200, will be done on the back side for emergency vehicles.  It 

has been reported that some of the electrical outlets in the kitchen are not usable.   

 

The new ramp at the Courthouse is completed and may now be used.  There is one small railing that 

is missing. The $30,000 grant for the metal detector has been awarded to the County. 

 

 

Diana Mitchell, 911 Director, stated that all was well at the 911 Center.  Rick Gillespie, Emergency 

Services Coordinator, had the pending contract from Motorola for maintenance services for the 911 

Center.  The new contract includes maintenance for services that had previously been covered by the 

State.  Earlier this year, the WV SIRN stated they would no longer cover these services for counties that 

are classified as “direct-connect” locations.  The Commission and the Prosecuting Attorney will review 

the contract and discuss at the next meeting. 

 

 

Mr. Gillespie requested from the Commission permission to purchase 8 Cascade Rescue Advance Series 

Trail Technician Litter Wheel System from the Title III funds.  These devices would enhance the speed 

for evacuating injured persons from the National Forest lands.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, 

vote unanimous, they approved the purchase up to $10,000. 

 

 

There were no updates on broadband. 

 

 

Working with Supreme Court on updating plans for annex.  A public meeting will need to be held per 

RUS standards in order to borrow money.  The meeting will be set for October 17, 2023. 

 

 

The Commission signed the grant paperwork for the $30,000 for the metal detector.  Once the detector 

has arrived and been installed, will be able to move to a one-point entry for the Courthouse. 

 

 

Morgan Basagic, Chief Tax Deputy, explained to the Commission about a plus or minus discrepancy 

system that several other counties use for tax collections.  On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, this was 

tabled until the next meeting to obtain additional information. 

 



Scott Somerville mentioned to the Commission that WV Code §8A-2-10 allows the County to accept 

donations from the public towards the expenses of a Planning Commission.  He was also recommending 

that the Commission appoint a group of people to look at the old planning commission report to review 

and to bring up to date. 

 

 

The Sheriff’s monthly financial statement for the month of August was reviewed. 

 

 

The employee August timesheets were reviewed. 

 

 

The following appointments of administrators, executors, etc., done by the clerk in vacation of the 

Commission, were this day presented to the Commission, approved on motion of Commissioner  

Bennett, and unanimously confirmed. 

 

 



The following settlements of accounts were this day presented to the Commission and approved on 

motion of Commissioner Dahmer, and unanimously confirmed: 

 

 

Mary Christine Merritt, Administratrix of the Estate of Gene R. Merritt, deceased; Waiver of Final 

Settlement 

 

 

 

On motion of Commissioner Dahmer, vote unanimous, the following exonerations were approved: 

 

Howard Poling, Union District, $218.16 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT THE FOLLOWING ALLOWANCES BE MADE PAYABLE OUT OF: 

 

GENERAL COUNTY FUND:  Check Nos. 34314 – 34336  $67,568.32 

       

COAL SEVERANCE FUND:  Check Nos. 200188 - 200190  $264.28 

 

MAGISTRATE COURT FUND:  Check No. 300204   $48.00 

 

911 FUND:     Check Nos. 4035 – 40 46  $50,456.32 

 

HOME CONFINEMENT FUND:  Check Nos. 315 - 316   $515.00 

 

PARKS & RECREATION FUND:  Check Nos. 1385 - 1389  $1,262.17 

 

PENDLETON COUNTY COMM BLDG: Check No. 1230   $245.46 

 

 

 

 

 

ORDERED THAT COMMISSION DO ADJOURN ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER BENNETT, 

VOTE UNANIMOUS, UNTIL TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2023. 

 

 

 

 _______________________________ 

                                                                             President 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 


